10th September 2025

Rt Hon Wes Streeting MP
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care
Department of Health and Social Care

By Email
Subject: Health inequities must be at the heart of the new National Cancer Plan
Dear Secretary of State,

As a coalition of leading voices in the cancer charity sector, we call upon you to ensure that health
inequalities are meaningfully addressed in the upcoming National Cancer Plan.

We often hear the phrase, “cancer does not discriminate.” However, research tells us that it does. A
person's race, gender, sexual orientation, sex, class, age, disability, and religion all impact their
cancer experiences and outcomes. For example, we know that:

e One in three people from ethnic minority backgrounds require three or more GP visits before
being diagnosed with cancer, compared to one in five in the general population.

LGB+ women and trans men are less likely to be up-to-date with life-saving screenings.
People with a learning disability are more likely to have their cancer diagnosed at a later
stage when it is more difficult to treat.

e Overall experiences of cancer care are rated worse by patients 25 to 44 compared with their
older or younger counterparts in the National Cancer Patient Experience Survey.

e People in more deprived communities, and some ethnic minority groups, are less likely to be
diagnosed with lung cancer early and are more likely to face delays or barriers to optimal
treatment.

e A diagnosis of bowel cancer via the screening programme is 36% lower within the most
deprived areas, and the mortality rate is 25% higher.

e Under-25s are three times more likely to be diagnosed with late-stage breast cancer than
people in their sixties.

It is our view that the National Cancer Plan must address these and similar disparities in a named,
clear, and strategic way.

Labour was elected on a manifesto that committed to “a fairer Britain, where everyone lives well for
longer”, and to tackling the “stark health inequalities [...] across and within communities.” However,
if equality and diversity are not embedded in the Cancer Plan, the Government risks making health
inequalities between communities even worse. Diversity, equality, and inclusion in healthcare is not
a matter of politics; it is a matter of public safety, and inaction on this matter now could cost lives.

We have been deeply concerned by the limited engagement with minority communities during the
formulation of the Cancer Plan. Although we are glad that another meeting is now due to be
scheduled on this vital topic, we worry that this will be too late. That is why we need your help to
ensure that inequalities are embedded and addressed throughout the Plan.

It is our hope that the Cancer Plan will be an exemplar of how to address health inequalities in a
robust and meaningful manner, and go beyond the 10 Year Health Plan in its focus on this important
topic. We support your commitment to delivering an NHS that provides “first class healthcare for



everyone... whoever you are, whatever your background, wherever you live” and hope that we can
work together to achieve this goal within cancer care.

We are therefore asking you to ensure that the National Cancer Plan meaningfully addresses
inequalities for named groups at every stage of the cancer pathway. This includes naming the
specific inequalities experienced by different groups and proposing clear steps, tailored
interventions, and outcome measures to address these.

In keeping with the new Civil Society Covenant, we encourage you to draw on our organisations
and expertise as a resource moving forward. We would welcome a meeting with you to discuss how
inequalities can be robustly addressed in the Cancer Plan prior to its publication, and hope that we
can speak at your earliest convenience to offer this support.

Yours sincerely,

Ezra Johnson Lee Dibben

Public Affairs & Communications Manager Policy & Education Manager
OUTpatients OUTpatients

Co-signed by:
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Shine Cancer Support
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Trekstock Cancer Support



