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Navendu Mishra MP 
House of Commons
London 
SW1A 0AA

Dear Mr Mishra, 
I am writing on behalf of OUTpatients, the UK’s LGBTIQ+ cancer charity, to call for the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Cancer to hold a session on LGBTIQ+ inequalities across the cancer pathway. This is vital in light of recent data released by the Office for National Statistics which found that lesbian, gay, and bisexual people are 12% more likely to die from cancer than heterosexual people in England and Wales, with this increasing to 23% more likely in the North East and 22% in the South East. 
Inequalities persist throughout the cancer pathway and negatively impact timely diagnosis, ratings of cancer care, and LGBTIQ+ patient outcomes. These include:
· Barriers to screening invitations and uptake, particularly in breast screening. 
· A lack of agreed or approved reference ranges or biopsy procedures designed specifically for transgender people in diagnostic and screening services.
· Poorer ratings of cancer care in the National Cancer Patient Experience Survey year on year, especially among bisexual people. 
· A lack of routine data collection about sexual orientation and gender identity, making it harder to identify evidence-based interventions for LGBTIQ+ patients. 
· Limited professional awareness, knowledge, and confidence on LGBTIQ+ patients' needs, contributing to poorer experiences and a lack of LGBTIQ+ inclusive services.
The National Cancer Plan for England highlights that LGBTIQ+ people with cancer face barriers including discrimination, a lack of inclusive services, and systemic barriers to equitable care. 
Thus, we would welcome the opportunity to discuss these issues and potential solutions alongside other experts at an All-Party Parliamentary Group meeting. As the leading voice at this intersection, we would be happy to support the development and delivery of this session, including providing a list of potential speakers for the session.
Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to our continued work together through the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Cancer.
Yours sincerely,
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Lee Dibben (they/them)
Policy & Education Manager
OUTpatients

Ezra Johnson (he/him) 			
Public Affairs Manager 
OUTpatients
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